
History of Bauer Built, Inc. 

 

In 1945, G.F. "Sam" Bauer and his brother, Ray, founded a bulk oil jobbership in 
Durand, Wisconsin. This jobbership still exists today; however, it operates as a 
division of Bauer Built, Inc. 

Also in 1945 , they signed a franchise agreement with the Firestone Tire and 
Rubber Company. The first Tire Center was opened in 1946 at 417 West Main 
Street in Durand. The first gas service station was purchased in 1948. A few years 
later a Tydol station was constructed. 

 

Bauer Built began retreading tires in 1953. In 1955 they expanded their retreading 
business and leased an abandoned brewery building on the south end of Durand. 

On April 4, 1959 the franchise was renamed Bauer Built, Incorporated. In 1960, 
they signed a franchise agreement with Bandag Inc. That same year they built a 
truck and maintenance garage which still exists today. 



 

The year of disaster was 1967, when the Retread shop in the old brewery building 
burned to the ground. A year later a new shop was built with all new modern 
facilities. 

 

Over the years Bauer Built, Inc. bought and now runs many gas stations all over 
the state. They also are doing business and delivering tires all over the Midwest. 

 



G.F. "Sam" Bauer 

Another tragedy happened on October 20, 1994 when the founder of Bauer Built, 
Inc., G.F. "Sam" Bauer died suddenly. He was 75 years old. 

The company is currently owned by, Jerry Bauer and Larry Weber.  

Since that time Bauer Built, Inc. has expanded more. They now have many tire 
centers in different cities, from Fargo, ND to Indianapolis, IN. They also have 
business offices in the Twin Cities, and warehouses in Red Wing. 

 

This page was created by Cully Wargowsky, grandson of Sam Bauer, in October of 
1998,  

The update was created by Lara Wargowsky, granddaughter of Sam Bauer, in 
November of 2002 

 

 

 Bauer Built, Inc. in 2002 

 

                Bauer Built, Inc was established in 1944, when Gilbert F. Bauer, 
otherwise known as "Sam" began a bulk oil business in Durand, Wisconsin. Bauer 
Built has grown a lot since 1944. Today Sam's son, Jerry Bauer is the President of 
the company. Today Bauer Built has grown and has business all over the Midwest. 
There are 27 Bauer Built Tire centers, which are located in Illinois, Indiana, 9 in 
Iowa, 6 in Minnesota, 5 in Nebraska, 1 in North Dakota, and 4 in Wisconsin. Just 
here in Wisconsin there are two different corporate offices. There is one in 
Durand and one in Waukesha which leaves only 4 others around the Midwest.  



   In 1999 Bauer Built announced their opening of a new Retread Shop located at 
1020 West Prospect Street. The shop included and featured technology from 
Michelin Retread Technologies, Inc. (MRTI) Bauer Built celebrated 55 years of 
service. 

 

Here is a picture of the new office 
building as I drove up to it on a 
Saturday morning. 

Even though the day was a Saturday 
my Uncle Jerry Bauer, President of 
the company, was very busy, but 
because it was a Saturday he wasn't 
in his usual suit and tie. 

 

 

This is a memorial right outside of 
the office building, that talks about 
my grandfather Sam, and the good 
he did.  



  

    Bauer Built, Inc. in 2002 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Here are a few more pictures of Bauer Built, Inc. 

 

This is the main conference building in Durand. 



 

This is the old main office in Durand, the new office is still in the same spot. 

 

This is the old Retread shop  

 

Here is the Service Center. 



 

This is the sign you would see as you drove north into Durand. 

 

Here are some of the many trucks Bauer Built, Inc. owns. 

 

This is one of the three warehouses around Durand. 

 


